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Introduction

The world is currently experiencing a major dilemma due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
which has spread all over the world and has had a profound impact on all spheres of life,
which required propagating awareness and strengthening the precautionary and preventive
measures so as to address the pandemic. The educational process worldwide has been
seriously affected by this pandemic due to the rapid infectious nature of the virus, so that
rates of infections and fatalities increase every day. This led governments around the world
to resort to complete or partial lockdown, pausing travel and aviation, creating specific
measures and arrangements for gatherings and attending workplaces, providing distant
education, and putting in place electronic mechanisms software to alleviate the impact of

the pandemic.

Based on royal directives, official bodies in the Kingdom have taken the necessary
actions and put in place urgent measures and suspended study curb the spread of the vi-
rus and protect citizens. The educational process resumed online in both the second and

summer semesters of the academic year 1441H.
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The university has reaped the necessary experience from this tryout, as culminated
in winning the “Blackboard Award for International Excellence”. With reference to the of-
ficial directives to return with caution, and according to the relevant directives of HE the
University President, coupled with a will to improve the educational process and achieve
the learning outcomes in a way compatible to the status of the University, the development
of a guide has been recommended for the staff, and another for students. This is meant
to assure a safe Back to University/Study in the first semester of the academic year 1442
H. in accordance with the reference guide for the Back to University in the next academic
year 1442 H issued by the Ministry of Education, and in line with the nature of current pe-
riod. This goes together with applying social distancing and preventive and precautionary
measures to achieve the objectives of the educational process and learning outcomes. This

guide contributes to:

e Support the state approaches to return with caution while taking into account the

approved precautionary measures.
e Take into account the health of students and staff.

e Maintain the quality of the educational process to ensure achievement of the edu-

cational process objectives and learning outcomes.

e Educating university staff and students about precautionary measures to ensure

education quality and to return with caution.

King Abdulaziz University Guide
For a Safe Back to University/Study in the First Semester of the Academic Year 1442H




King Abdulaziz University Guide
For a Safe Back to University/Study in the First Semester of the Academic Year 1442H




King Abdulaziz University Guide
For a Safe Back to University/Study in the First Semester of the Academic Year 1442H




University Staff Guide For a safe return during the first semester of the academic year 1442H

Guide Objectives and Principles

a Achieving the approaches of the state and applying the precautionary measures as
instituted and confirmed by the Ministry.

e Maintaining the health of university students and staff.

e Continuing to follow social distancing and precautionary measures.

e Maximizing utilization of the university strong e-learning and distant education
infrastructure to achieve the educational objectives and learning outcomes.

e Responding to the state’s directives towards an efficient expenditure in a way that
does not affect the quality of the educational process.

Safe Return Strategies

1. Officials to Apply Preventive Protocol

It is very important to establish a coordinated system to predict
any health problem and take appropriate action accordingly. E ™
1

This includes the appointment of a protocol-application super- .

visor and a director in each university sector.

* The Preventive Protocol Manual (which h n creat the Health Promotion Center,

can be downloaded through the following link or code: E I-:.:
http://www.kauhp.com/gp

2. Data and Al Usage NIPSIVERCH I

TabaUd @... Tawakkg:l
The state has been keen on providing all preventive

and supporting means to apply precautionary meas- e

ures using data and artificial intelligence, such as the

“Tawakkalna” and “Tabaud” applications. All university T

students and staff have to use these two applications Google
Play

and activate them in their smart devices.
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The Preventive Protocol Mechanism

A preventive protocol team shall be established in each university sector, and the

head of that sector shall be the supervisor of the preventive protocol team, and the admin-
istration/unit director, or whoever designated by the head of the sector, shall be assigned

as the Director of the Protocol.

The supervisor of the preventive protocol team in the sector is responsible for the full
supervision of the application of all precautionary measures and for informing the university
Vice-President of the Male Campus or the university Vice-President of the Women Campus

about any health problem or any outbreaks related to COVID-19.

The Protocol Director shall be directly responsible for the following:

Ensuring that all precautionary measures are well implemented in the sector.

Ensuring that all staff and students activate (Tawakkalna) and (Tabaud) applications,
in coordination with faculty, staff, and students.

Reporting any health problem or outbreaks related to COVID-19 to the protocol
supervisor in the sector.

Coordinating with the Health Promotion Center to ensure that precautionary meas-
ures are applied appropriately, and coordinating with the Maintenance Department
of the University Vice Presidency for Projects to ensure cleanliness and sterilization.

Activating regulations and guidelines on wearing facemasks, social distancing,
sterilization and providing all necessary tools.

Informing the Protocol Supervisor in the sector about any violation of these instruc-
tions by the staff or students.

Writing periodic reports on the health and the safe status in each department and
submitting them to the Protocol Supervisor in the sector.
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Safe Return Plan of the Educational Process

Cognitive lectures

A cognitive lecture is every course or part of a course which an instructor can offer to stu-
dents online and achieve the learning outcomes with the highest quality without the need for
a face to face meeting in halls, workshops, laboratories, ceremonies, laboratories or clinics.
All cognitive lectures shall be conducted online while ensuring achievement of edu-
cational objectives and learning outcomes.

Practical and clinical classes, specialized workshops, and
skill and training classes

0 Conducted at university campus.

e Conducted in small groups of no more than (25) students.

Commitment to social distancing, using masks and abiding by the precautionary
measures.

° Commitment to cleaning and sanitizing procedures and precautionary measures.

social distancing, by communicating with the competent University Vice-President

e When needed, some colleges may extend working hours until evening to ensure
in both the Male and woman Campuses.

Discussing academic theses for postgraduate students

Academic theses shall be discussed online. The main supervisor creates an online discus-

sion session and provides a link to the student, committee members, and the representa-

tive of the Deanship in the discussion committee, in a timely manner.

An actual discussion session could be conducted in the University campus upon the re-

quest of the supervisor according to the following:

e The number of attendees in the discussion session should not exceed 25 persons.

e Commitment to social distancing, facemasks, and precautionary measures shall be
strictly respected.

¢ (Cleaning and sanitization procedures for places and precautionary measures shall be observed.
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Safe Return Plan of the Educational Process

Exams and assessment of students’ performance

All exams shall take place at university campus.

Exams shall be conducted in small groups.

It is of a paramount importance to commit to social distancing, wearing facemasks
and abide by the precautionary measures.

It is important to adhere to cleaning and sanitizing procedures and take all
precautionary measures.

Colleges carry out the educational process, with a focus on the quality of the learning
outcomes and appropriate selection of assessment methods as per the guidelines
in this guide.

In the first semester of 1442 H, the Deanship of Admission and Registration and the
Deanship of Graduate Studies adopt the usual system for calculating the semester
GPA, the cumulative GPA, and grades according to the applicable Education and
Exams Guiding principles. Yet, the mechanism adopted in the second semester of
the academic year 1441 H shall not be applied again.

The Deanship of Admission and Registration and the Deanship of Graduate Studies
shall announce the exams schedules and timetables in coordination with the col-
leges, which may set their own schedules as appropriate in coordination with the
academic departments, course instructors and in accordance with the academic
program.

The academic department determines the mechanism of assessments,  [w]T#][m]
quizzes and final exams according to the department’s plan and in line P -
with the applicable policies of exams and assessments at King Abdu- =]
laziz University (available through the following link or code):

https://bit.ly/20tyF8J

Students who are absent in the final evaluation/exam shall be dealt with as follows:
* The baseline is to allocate coursework marks to the student.

¢ In emergency cases, a student may get an incomplete degree (IC) after coordi-

nating with the course instructor and submitting a transaction within two days

from the exam date on the student electronic transaction system (ERS). The
transaction shall be directed accordingly to the relevant college.
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Safe Return Plan of the Educational Process

Visiting Students

There is no visiting opportunity to study for the first semester of the year 1442 H
for visiting students from outside King Abdulaziz University.

King Abdulaziz University students can conduct visits during the first semester of
@ the year 1442 H between the Main Campus and the Rabigh branch after complet-
ing the regular approvals of the student’s college.

The mechanisms used to equalize courses at the end of the semester are applied
as stated in the Education and Exams Panel.

King Abdulaziz University Guide '

For a Safe Back to University in the First Semester of the Academic Year 1442H




University Staff Guide For a safe return during the first semester of the academic year 1442H

General Recommendations

Following up any updates issued by the competent committees and the Higher
Supervisory Committee to apply the Preventive Protocol, and then act accordingly,
i.e., the red zone means that the educational process and exams shall be conducted
completely online.

Adhering to the Ministry of Education’s Reference Guide for Back to
University in the next academic year 1442 H (available through the
following link or code):

https://bit.ly/2DD6an4

Wearing facemasks by all university staff and students.

Commitment to social distancing of at least (2 m.) in all university campuses.

Avoid shaking hands.

Continuing to hold meetings online.

Avoid holding any gatherings in campuses, including events, group occasions, etc.

Observing the regulations regarding prayer rooms in accordance with the circular of
His Excellency the Minister of Islamic Affairs, Da’wa and Guidance No. 2/1/1783 on
3/10/1441 H.

Continuing to provide services to reviewers and students through only distant
means of communication until further notice, taking into account the importance of
advertising all different electronic means of communication to serve students and
reviewers.

Coordinating with the Deanship of Admission and Registration/the Deanship of
Graduate Studies, the General Administration for Educational Services, and the
Health Promotion Center regarding any activity to be held in campus before the
return of students to ensure availability of the requirements and application of pre-
cautionary measures, including conducting exams in university campuses.

Coordinating with the Health Promotion Center to set the capacity of classrooms,
labs, exam halls, and all the place used by students so that they operate with 50%
of the actual capacity.
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Tips for university students for a safe return in the
first semester of the academic year 1442H

Follow up and adhere to the guidelines issued
by the university and college regarding Cov-
id-19 outbreak and act accordingly.

= i

Use electronic transaction systems ERS in Wear facemasks.
communicating with all university sectors,
including the college, the Deanship of Admis-
sion and Registration and all other university

Activate (Tawakkalna) and (Tabaud) applica-
tions by all students.

\_ sectors. ) \_ )
4 2\ 4 N\
M [ ——

& p—

&M
Apply all precautionary and social distanc- Acknowledge awareness of the severe penal-
ing measures and measures for preventing ties for violating the precautionary measures
gatherings. and the instructions above.
. J . J

The two applications can be downloaded via the following icons

Tawakkalna

rcly @
Tabaud @

App Store
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